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- Use a unigue name consistently throughout academic careers
- Use a standardized institutional affiliation and address, using no abbreviations
- Select a short title for the article
- Publish with international authors
- After a conference takes the paper, correct it, extend it, and submit it to a journal
- Keep your professional web pages and published lists up to date
- Make your research easy to find, especially for online searchers
- Optimize your article for Google Scholar and other academic search engines
- Contribute to Wikipedia
- Start blogging
- Share your article on all social media platforms
- Interact with your peer connections through academic social media
- Sharing detailed research data
-Publicize yourself - link your latest published article to your email signature
-Make an online CV Like ORCID or ResearcherlD
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Website Uniform resource locator Year Main functionality Users
launched
ResearcherlD http://www.researcherid.com 2008 Issuing unique identifiers for authors Any specialists
Google Scholar  https://scholar.google.com/ci- 2012  Aggregating links to publications visible on Google, tracking citations, navigating to Any specialists
Citations tations co-authors' profiles
ORCID https://orcid.org 2012 Issuing unique identifiers for author and contributor name disambiguation Any specialists
Kudos https://www.growkudos.com 2013  Sharing publications, explaining their importance, measuring their citation-based ~ Any specialists
and alternative impact, and managing scholarly reputation
ScienceOpen https://www.scienceopen.com 2013  Scholarly social networking, gold open-access publishing, and post-publication ~ Any specialists
peer review

Publons https://publons.com 2012  Crediting peer review and editorial contributions Any specialists

arXiv https://arxiv.org 1991  Repository of electronic preprints Physicists, mathematicians,
computer scientists

Ideas https://ideas.repec.org 2013 A service of the RePEc database for creating profiles and sharing links to articles ~ Economists

ResearchGate https://www.researchgate.net 2008  Scholarly social networking, discussing and sharing publications Any specialists

Academia.edu hftp://www.academia.edu 2008  Scholarly social networking, discussing and sharing publications Any specialists (linguists
and sociologists preferen-
tially rely on this website)

Mendeley http://www.mendeley.com 2008 Reference management Any specialists

Zotero http://www.zotero.com 2006 Reference management Any specialists

CiteULike http://www.citeulike.org 2004  Reference management Any specialists

Wikipedia https://en.wikipedia.org 2001  Showcasing achievements and awards of eminent scholars Anyone

ORCID = Open Researcher and Contributor Identification, RePEc = Research Paper in Economics.
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B | am aware of this site and visit regularly

| am aware of this site but do not visit regularly

| am not aware of this site

Google Scholar
ResearchGate
LinkedIn
Facebook
Google+
Twitter
Researcher|D
Mendeley
ORCID
Academia.edu
BiomedExperts

Microsoft Academic Search
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SHORT COMMUNICATION

ResearchGate is no longer reliable: leniency towards ghost journals may

decrease its impact on the scientific community

Aamir Raoof Memon

Abstract

ResearchGate has been regarded as one of the most
attractive academic social networking site for scientific
community. It has been trying to improve user-centered
interfaces to gain more attractiveness to scientists around the
world. Display of journal related scietometric measures (such
as impact factor, 5-year impact, cited half-life, eigenfactor) is
an important feature in ResearchGate. Open access
publishing has added more to increased visibility of research
work and easy access to information related to research.
Moreover, scientific community has been much interested in
promoting their work and exhibiting its impact to others
through reliable scientometric measures. However, with the
growing market of publications and improvements in the
field of research, this community has been victimized by the
cybercrime in the form of ghost journals, fake publishers and
magical impact measures. Particularly, ResearchGate more
recently, has been lenient in its policies against this dark side
of academic writing. Therefore, this communication aims to
discuss concerns associated with leniency in ResearchGate
policies and its impact of scientific community.

The researchers almost always feel proud and eager to display
their scientometric indicators to the scientific community but
this notion has been blurred by introduction of academic
pollution (in the form of predatory journals and fake impact
organizations) in research world particularly, if this pollution is
able to find a space in platforms like the ResearchGate. This
communication aims to discuss concerns associated with
leniency in ResearchGate policies and its impact on the
scientific community.

ResearchGate

ResearchGate was initiated in 2008 as an academic social
networking site aiming to help researchers cooperate,
communicate and share information.! An important feature
of ResearchGate is social network support, which helps
effective scientific communication among its members.! It
ensures that the publications are visible and accessible to
the scientific community2 Recently, Bill Gates and others
have invested 35 million USS$ in ResearchGate.3 This reflects
a significant interest in social networking tools in the field of
scientific communication. Currently, ResearchGate reports
over 8 million users and it appears to be the most popular
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